
student in each homeroom.  
 On November 23rd 
the final tally was recorded 
by SaLT. The elementary 
school came in at 260 boxes 
with Mrs. Cooke and her 
grade ones averaging 2.235 
boxes per student. The high 
school brought in 246 boxes 
with 12B averaging 1.434 
boxes per student. Together, 
students managed to collect a 
grand total of 506 boxes—
about 30 more than last year! 
 Although SaLT 
leader, Miss Cross, is not 
generally for extending dead-
lines, she said what really 
struck her was the buzz of 
excitement around the school 
after extending the deadline 
by a day. “I was in the hallway 
and I heard a student yell, 
‘Yaaa!’ I was about to go over 
and tell him not to yell in the 

 “Think outside the 
box” or so the well-known id-
iom goes. Over the years, it has 
become a Christmas tradition 
for students of all ages at NTCS 
to participate in the Operation 
Christmas Child Shoebox col-
lection during November and 
December. 
 Operation Christmas 
Child is a project that first be-
gan in 1993. Shoeboxes are 
collected and filled with gifts of 
toiletries, toys, candy, and sup-
plies for children between the 
ages of four and fourteen. Filled 
shoeboxes are collected and 
sorted by the Samaritan’s Purse 
Organization before being dis-
tributed to children in various 
poverty-stricken areas of the 
world. 
 Organized by SaLT 
(Service and Leadership Team), 

the NTCS student body set 
out to collect, on average, 

one shoebox per student. As 
an incentive, grades were 
given a casual day for reach-
ing the goal of one box per 
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SOMETHING ’S FISHY BY DOLORES 

 During October, Ms 
Choi, the art teacher here at 
NTCS, encouraged all of the 
art students to join a govern-
ment-funded fish art competi-
tion. 
 In the fish contest, 
students must choose from 
two types of fish, a large 
mouth bass or bloater, and 

draw it in its habitat. The 
winner will have a chance to 
go fishing with a profes-
sional fisher and win new 
art supplies. Each student 
had to look up their fish and 
see what they looked like in 
their environment. They 
chose from two artistic 
methods, pencil crayon or 
water color, and designed 
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Grade 7 students decorate the Christmas tree in Central Square. Photo by Jennifer Fok 

Yuki Wong with his 1st place picture. Picture by Dolores Ding  

Boxes pile up in the office.  
Photo by Yumi Kim 
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The irony of winter: a time 
when people want a “White Christmas” 
but don’t want it to snow because of the 
traffic jams. As a grade 11 student, I 
would guess that younger students see us 
high school students as mature and hard-
working with no time to have fun. Just 
the contrary—we are still as immature as 
we were five years ago. We still like to 
throw snowballs, make snowmen, and 
build igloos out of shoveled snow from 
the driveway. It is because we have to 
work so hard that when Christmas break 
arrives, we play to our hearts’ content. 
 Who wouldn’t want some hot 
chocolate and a gingerbread house? The 
fact that a whole year has speedily come 
and gone tells us that our childhood will 
also come and go the same way. If you 
ask your parents about their childhood, 
you are bound to get the famous “it went 
in a blink of an eye” or “it was just yes-
terday when I was your age” quotes. 
When you look back in your past, the 
things you love to do and the places that 

Editor’s Corner by JOYCELYN  

the fish. There was also a competition 
throughout NTCS, with a winner 
from each grade determined by 
Ms. Choi.  
 When 
asked about the 
contest, Yuki 
Wong, a grade 11 
student said, “I 
hope I can be the 
winner of this 
competition. I did my best and I think 
it is a good experience for me!”  For-
tunately for Yuki, he won in the grade 
11 class for his watercolor painting of 

a large mouth bass. 
 “I focus on the details of the fish 
and its habitat,” Ms. Choi said. She felt 

content and satisfied when stu-
dents were working really 
hard. “It is important to be 
involved in any type of compe-
tition that is available to stu-
dents,” she added. 
 The art depart-

ment hopes these students have a good 
experience in the fish contest. We wish 
them well in the competition! 

made you smile, all flash by. We are so 
blessed to have all these wonderful 
memories. 

Being a “blessing” means that 
you were born with a unique purpose 
for the people you encounter. “You Are 
Special” is a picture book about hand-
made dolls called Wemmicks. Each 
Wemmick was made by a carpenter 
named Eli; depending on their 
strengths and weakness, Wemmicks 
would give each other golden star stick-
ers or grey dot stickers.  

One doll named Punchinello 
had many grey dot stickers on him be-
cause he was clumsy, his wood was 
chipped, and everything he did resulted 
in failure. When other Wemmicks saw 
his failure, they would place grey dot 
stickers on him. This made Punchinello 
sad because he didn’t think that he was 
special at all. Later in the story, he 
meets a Wemmick named Lucia, who 
didn’t have any stickers on her because 
all her stickers would just fall off. Pun-

chinello was amazed and asked how or 
why the stickers never stuck. The rea-
son was that every day Lucia would go 
to Eli’s home and talk with him. Every 
time Lucia would talk to Eli she 
thought less about how people thought 
of her, making the stickers fall off. 

At the end of the book, Pun-
chinello goes to see Eli. He was afraid 
at first, but when Punchinello talked 
with Eli, Punchinello was told that he 
was not a mistake. He was made in his 
own special way. When Punchinello 
walked down the hill he started think-
ing differently about himself and one of 
his grey dots fell and bounced away. 

This Christmas season, think 
about all of your blessings and thank 
God for them! Remember that you 
were made in His image, and that 
makes you special. Have a Merry 
Christmas! 
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“ IT IS A 

GOOD 

EXPERIENCE 

Charisse Fung shows off her artistic talent. 
Picture by Dolores Ding 

A Month of blessing 
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 In the winter 
of 2008, one of 
NTCS’ own, Mrs. 
Moran, was given the 
opportunity to be 
part of a distribution 
team with people 
from across the coun-
try. Her team trav-
elled to Uruguay to 
distribute boxes. 
 What is 
unique about Opera-
tion Christmas Child 
is that it is a ministry. 
“We went to Uruguay 
and connected with 
people ministering 
there,” said Mrs. 
Moran. “We helped to run an outreach 
program with them for the community—
often out of very small and simple church 
buildings.” It is during these programs that 
the Gospel message is preached and the 
shoeboxes handed out. Even after the 
boxes have been passed out, a follow-up 
discipleship program is usually offered to 
help train and teach newer converts the 
Bible. 

BEYOND THE BOX…. 
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 WHAT’S UNDER THE TREE? BY SAMMY 

hallway but then he explained he was 
cheering because someone had brought 
in more boxes. That’s what this is all 
about—bringing in shoeboxes to help 
others!” declared Miss Cross emphati-
cally. In her opinion, it is for this reason 
Operation Christmas Child was the best 
school fundraiser ever!  
 So where do all the boxes go 
from here? As it turns out, NTCS is a 
collection centre for not only our 
school, but other groups, like churches 
and preschools, located nearby. From 
NTCS the boxes are sent to a ware-
house in Mississauga, where the con-

tents of the shoeboxes are sorted and 
checked. It is only after visiting the 
warehouse that the boxes are sent out 
with missionaries and volunteers to 
different parts of the world. 

 There are so many places you 
could pop by to find the best presents 
for your loved ones this year, but just 
listing the best stores wouldn’t do you 
any good, would it? No, I’m here to 
help you find the best things when 
you’re stuck this Christmas. Christ-
mas is the most special holiday of the 
year since it gives us a chance to show 
we care for others by giving some-
thing meaningful. However in many 
cases, choosing the best present is 
what’s the hardest when we’re not 
sure what their interests are. Here are 

some tips to find the best gifts that’ll 
fit every person perfectly. 
 One of the best ways to 
search out that perfect gift, especially 
when you don’t have time to go out, 
is shopping online. Most stores have 
helpful websites you can browse 
through comfortably at home. They 
also have sections that help you figure 
out what it is you should buy. Just 
remember to do it ahead of time so it 
isn’t shipped too late. 
 Now, many people think that 
trying to find a specific gift is the best  

 
way to make friends or family happy. 
There’s a risk to getting something that 
may not be right for them and they may 
end up exchanging the gift if it really 
doesn’t suit them. Make sure not to 

“ 

“ IT ’S MORE 

THAN JUST 

THE BOX 

 The reactions of 
the children receiving 
boxes cannot be over-
looked either. Many of the 
children who receive 
shoeboxes have never got-
ten a present before.” ex-
plained Mrs. Moran. 
“After first receiving a 
shoebox many just liked to 
hold it close to them. 
Others slowly opened the 
box and took out each 
item one by one. A few 
kids even tried to share 
some of their wealth and 
offered us necklaces and 
toys. It’s more than just 
the box,” maintains Mrs. 

Moran. “At the end of the day, 
what has the bigger impact: the 

supplies or a mother of five coming to 
the LORD through a Spanish translator?” 
 This is why it is so crucial to 
begin thinking outside the box. Filling a 
shoebox is more than another way to get 
a casual day. It is a ministry and a way of 
reflecting Christ’s love to others around 
the world. In filling a shoebox, we, as 
students, are saying that we are immeas-
urably wealthy and that we want to a 

part of something that helps so many. 

Kalline Yoon helps load the truck.   
Photo by Renae 

Continued on page 4 



 Mr. Hoover is a new teacher 
in the English and Physical Education 
departments this year.  He graduated 
from Redeemer University with a 
B.A. and a B.Ed. He was introduced 
to NTCS by his fiancée’s mother this 
past summer.  “I was looking for a 
job at the time. Preferably, I was 
looking for a Christian school where I 
could teach and share my faith at the 
same time,” he said.  
 When asked about his ex-
perience in the school so far, he re-
plied, “It’s been great… the staff and 
students were very welcoming and 
since day one the school felt like 
home.” On the other hand, adjusting 
to a new city was rather difficult for 
Mr. Hoover. “Moving to Toronto, I 
found it rather difficult to make my 
way around with all the traffic jams 
every morning,” he said.  
 It is quite fascinating to see 
how quickly Mr. Hoover has been able to 
get involved in various teams and clubs 
around the school so far. Mr. Hoover has 
had some amazing experiences at NTCS so 
far, saying that “I really enjoyed Chandos 
with the grade eight students… It was a 
great way for me to engage with many 
students through different outdoor activi-
ties. I also enjoyed coaching the high 
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MR. HOOVER SETTLES IN BY FRASER  

school volleyball team… It was a great 
experience.”  
 Mr. Hoover has a long back-
ground of coaching experience. He has 
coached a badminton team as well as 
other sports, including volleyball, ball 
hockey, and basketball.  He has already 
shown great leadership and positive 

coaching the high school boys’ vol-
leyball team. He is also looking 
forward to coaching chess and jun-
ior basketball.  
 Under Mr. Hoover’s lead-
ership, the high school boys’ volley-
ball team was able to achieve great 
success. “The boys showed excel-
lent progress throughout the season 
and I’m very proud of them for 
that,” he said. “Not only did they 
excel in the game but they also did a 
good job representing our school 
and Christ through their respect,” 
he added.  
 Regarding his expectations 
for next year’s team, he replied “we 
will have greater expectations next 
year… we were able to beat the 
team that won the championship 
which says a lot. We must also con-

tinue to respect each other and repre-
sent our school in a good way.” 
 NTCS is glad to have a great 
teacher, coach, and leader with high 
expectations for students. Students and 
teachers are yet to experience more of 
Mr. Hoover’s great coaching through 
various activities that he will be taking 
charge of in the upcoming months.  

THE TORCH 

Mr. Hoover sets up the volleyball net. Photo by Fraser Banjaw 

make that mistake by keeping this in mind: the best 
gifts are often the most generic ones. Everyone 
loves getting a gift card; they could use to go to a 
movie they love.  
 Just think about what their interests are. If 
they love music, why not try an album they like or 
new earphones? If they love books, try a Chapters 
gift card or a few of their favourite novels. If they 
love food, try a cookbook! If you feel like getting 
the perfect stocking stuffer, try things like new 
movies, clothes, makeup, cologne or perfume, or 
even food… The possibilities are endless. Don’t 
over-think things and have fun shopping!  http://www.infogenra.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/11/Best-Electronic-Goods-To-Buy-This- 

Christmas-Black-Friday-Sale-Deals.jpg 

What’s under the tree cont.... 
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 A former student of NTCS, Ms. 
Choi returns as one of the newest addi-
tions to the teaching staff. An art major 
turned jewelry designer, Ms. Choi is a 
great advisor for students considering an 
artistic career. 
 Ms. Choi was born in South Ko-
rea and lived there until grade 6, when she 
moved to Toronto. She visited Toronto in 
grade 4, and “just fell in love with the 
great nature of Canada.” She says that after 
returning to Korea, she told her parents 
that she wanted to move to Canada, but “I 
was just kidding.” She laughs as she says 
that her parents took her seriously and 
actually put a lot of thought into moving. 
 Like most young immigrants to 
Canada, Ms. Choi travelled by herself and 
enrolled in a public school. “I honestly 
don’t even remember what [the school] is 
called,” she says. She later moved out of 
that school and enrolled in a private school 
which just happened to be NTCS. This was 
also where she came to know more about 
God and Christianity because of the man-
datory Bible courses. She eventually 
graduated from NTCS and went into the 
Ontario College of Art and Design, or 
OCAD, to study visual arts. She smiles as 
she says that “my parents supported me all 
the way” and “my parents knew that I 
would be an artist since I was in grade 6.”  
 It took Ms. Choi five years to 
complete her education because she took a 
year off after 3rd year to go back to Korea 
to study gemology, her specialty. After 
completing her education, Ms. Choi re-
turned to Canada and became a profes-
sional jewelry designer for one of the larg-
est jewelry stores in America. 
Coincidentally, it was at this job that she 
met a friend who suggested she become a 
teacher. Ms. Choi was then encouraged by 
many of her peers to try it out so she did. 
 She began volunteering and tutor-
ing and came to love teaching. “I liked 
using my talent to provide an education,” 
she said. She feels like all of her life led up 
to becoming an art teacher. She seems 

surprised when she says “right when I 
graduated from teaching school, Mr. 
Cooke emailed me to invite me to 
teach!” That’s how Ms. Choi came back 
to NTCS. 
 When asked about the school, 
Ms. Choi says that the students are well 

A New Face by Charisse 
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behaved, have a good work ethic, 
and are very optimistic. “It’s a joy 
to teach here!” she says. She likes 
that the students want to learn edu-
cation under God’s Word and she 
loves watching the students praising 
God in chapel. 
 Other than teaching, Ms. 
Choi makes jewelry and paints in 
her free time. She says that she used 
to give jewelry making workshops, 
but since she started teaching, she’s 
been too busy.“Teaching here is 
much busier than I thought it would 
be, but I’m enjoying it,” she says 
with a smile. Ms. Choi’s enthusi-
asm, love for teaching, and knowl-
edge of art makes her a wonderful 
new teacher. Let’s keep making 
Ms. Choi’s stay at NTCS an enjoy-
able one! 

SUDOKU 

Photo by Charisse Fung  
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 The high school boys’ volleyball 
team finished the regular season strong, 
qualifying for the playoffs. The boys com-
peted in three different playoff series with 
two games in each. They went on to com-
pete in the finals where they were able to 
defeat the eventual champion, the TMS 
Titans, in the round robin tournament. 
The boys displayed a great effort, and 
with a young roster, the future seems 
bright for the team. Congratulations to all 
the boys and their coach, Mr. Hoover, for 
a great season! 
 The high school girls’ basketball 
team also completed their season success-

NTCS SPORTS UPDATES  

While you are standing trembling 
with fear, one of the angels pro-
claims: 
 “Don’t be afraid. I’m here to 
announce a great and joyful event that is 
meant for everybody, worldwide: A Sav-
iour has just been born in David’s town, a 
Saviour who is Messiah and Master. This 
is what you’re to look for: a baby 
wrapped in a blanket and lying in a man-
ger.” At once the angel was joined by a 
huge angelic choir singing God’s praises: 
Glory to God in the heavenly heights, 
Peace to all men and women on earth who 
please him.” – Luke 2:10-14 (The Mes-
sage) 
 After the angels leave, you 
feel astonished by what has hap-
pened. Angels proclaiming a Savior 
given for all mankind; one that’s 
worth searching for! That’s a lot bet-

 It is a cold and dark night. 
Standing in an open field filled with 
sheep, your fingers and toes are numb-
ingly cold. Hugging a sheep is probably 
the best source of warmth. Sheep bleat 
unceasingly, back and forth, as you’re 
trying to sleep through the night. You 
smell like wool as you feed the sheep 
and take them to the creek for a drink.  
Chasing them is a big hassle as they 
mindlessly run away. Standing to watch 
the herd for hours may be the worst job 
in the world. Another night with the 
sheep; how boring can your life get?  
 However, this is no ordinary 
night. A great light shines radiantly 
above you. As you strain to look up, a 
multitude of angels descend toward you. 
Seeing their splendor, for they are terri-
fying to behold, you start biting your 
nails. Could it be the end of the world? 

fully, winning three of their five regu-
lar season games. The girls 
qualified to the playoffs 
where they successfully de-
feated UOG with a winning 
score of 40 to 20 but fell 
short to Waldorf, losing 45 
to 35 and ending their sea-
son. The girls worked ex-
tremely hard and showed 
great progress each game. 
Thanks to all the girls and 
Ms. Cross for a competitive 
season.  
  

“ 

“ 

HE IS SCORING 

EVEN WHEN THE 

LEAFS DON ’T 

PLAY WELL .  

ter than taking care of the sheep. 
 Without a second thought, 
you abandon your sheep and run to 
Bethlehem to witness what the angels 
have reported. Reaching the stable, a 
woman and a man watch over a baby 
laid in an animal’s feeding trough. 
Witnessing the beauty of the scene, 
you kneel and worship the baby, 
knowing that He is the Messiah. 
 This story may be familiar to 
everyone, because we know the Bible 
story about Jesus being born in Beth-
lehem. We listen to others tell us 
about the magi bringing gifts of gold, 

THE TORCH 

CHRIST IS BORN!  BY MATTHEW  

PAGE 6 

Boys’ Volleyball and Girls’  

Basketball Finish Strong      
By Fraser 

The girls warm up before the game.         Photo by Fraser Banjaw 

Continued on page 8 
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success. We’ll see you at the Spring Con-
cert! 
 To top off the week and add to 
the Christmas spirit, the primary grades 
had their concert on Friday afternoon 
with an enthusiastic audience ready to 
snap pictures, capture video highlights 
and revel in the cuteness of the young 
students. Mrs. Lew-Ong said they didn’t 
practice all together until the week of the 
concert. “I was scared that they would 
get sick and we’d lose them all,” said 
Mrs. Lew-Ong. On Monday, December 
9th, 2013, kindergarten to grade 2 started 
to practice all together for the concert. 
 Those practices were very ef-
fective because the program was abso-
lutely wonderful. Many parents were 
touched by the clear message of the gos-
pel presented by the “innocent hearts” of 
the children. It was a beautiful reminder 
of the true message of Christmas. 

On Thursday, December 12th, at 
the Garden Church, the high school music 
students produced spectacular seasonal 
pieces at their annual Christmas concert. The 
concert was comprised of grades 7 to12 in 
band (directed by Mr. Birdsell) and choir 
(Mr. Vant Erve). Christmas Finale - a medley 
of Christmas songs- was sung with the band. 
The concert was a beautiful selection of 
Christmas favorites guaranteed to get the 
audience into the holiday spirit.  One popu-
lar number by the jazz band called Session 

Samba 
made eve-
ryone in 
the audi-
ence jump 
out of their 
seats on 
the first 
note.  
The choir 
tackled a 
challenging 

acapella carol with the help of the audience 
and The Little Drummer Boy was sung wonder-
fully and gave everyone the feeling of being 
at the stable where Jesus was born. “I was 
inspired by Faith Hill’s version of “The Little 
Drummer Boy” and I tweaked it a bit to 
make it my own,” said Matthew Luong, a 

talented musician who arranged the piece 
for our choir. The choir is a very popular 
club this year with over thirty singers par-
ticipating. One singer, Damyi Han, com-
mented that she feels more confident when 
singing in a group.  

The Christmas concert was given 
very positive reviews by the parents, teach-
ers, and students that came to listen. In-
deed, there were many students in the audi-
ence. “I came to see my cousin Michelle 
Park perform in choir and band. It was all 
really good; I didn’t fall asleep,” said Ed-
ward Kim. “The music floated into the air 
and touched my soul,” said Emily Chiu. “It’s 
so beautiful, it almost made me cry tears of 
joy,” said Caroline Hircock. Many of the 
parents took a liking to the Nutcracker Suite 
played by the senior class. A parent in the 
audience said it sounded just like profession-
als, and they would be happy to hear it 
again. As a journalist and a music student, I 
want to personally thank Mr. Birdsell for 
making this music concert another great 

CHRISTMAS MUSIC WONDERLAND  BY JOYCELYN 
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We have another question for you. 
 

To participate, go to the office, fill out a ballot  

(one per student please), and then put it in the 

marked box. We will publish the results in the 

next edition of The Torch 
 

Question #2:  
What are your New Year’s resolutions? 

Elementary: 29 

High School: 15 

Faculty: 7 

Total: 51 

Thanks for all the enthusiastic  

responses to our first survey!  

The result for last month’s poll was very surprising. 

A total of 51 people participated with a variety of 

Christmas favourites from food to music to spiri-

tual blessings.  

The choir sings beautifully.   Photo by Edward Lee 

Band members prepare for a festive piece.    
Photo by Edward Lee 

Photos by 
Kanae Habu 
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    BY EDWARD & MACKENZIE 

What is the perfect Christmas gift for a  
special someone? 
 

He says: The perfect gift is not always the most expensive 

gift. Give something that they enjoy using or having. If a per-
son is a fan of a TV show or movie, you can give them the 
DVD/action figure/T-shirt or something they may need to 
use everyday and can look at. A good Christmas can also be 
celebrated together instead of gifting one another, you can 
call up some friends and hang out—try watching a movie, 
shopping, or Christmas caroling. 
 

She says: If you started dating the week before then don’t 

be creepy and show up at her house with an expensive neck-
lace. Try to pick something that is special and is personal. 
Everyone is different and you need to actually take some time 
and think about what they like.  Something that is personal 
and shows how well you know them might be a mix cd of all 
their favourite songs. Just put some thought into the present 
and they will definitely appreciate it. 

 

This is my first Christmas with my girl/
boyfriend. How do I make this holiday special? 
 

He says: I wouldn't suggest any special surprise or plan because 

every second and day with your girlfriend is the most special time 
of your lives. Do try to plan a special event with that one person; I 
would suggest lunch/dinner up the CN tower. Perhaps if you are 
a guitar player, write a song and play it to her either in public or 
during the lunch/dinner you are going to. A gift like a necklace 
would also do the trick. Especially great is a ring that splits into 
two and when you put it together, it says, "I love you." 
 

She says: Plan something in advance (hint, hint BOYS), to show 

that you have put thought into the gift. Even if the date is totally 
lame at least they will know that you tried. You will get an A+ 
for effort. Hopefully. Think about their interests;  if they are 
sporty then something like skating would be a good idea and if 
they’re more like me, not so into physical activities, then stay in 
and watch a movie. Spending time is the best way to show them 
that you care. 

For friendly advice on relationships, send all your questions to  
“He says, She says” @ newspaper@ntcs.on.ca 

frankincense, and myrrh to Christ. 
We know the Christmas story, but 
what is our reaction to it?  
 Although Christmas may be 
a time to take a break from school, 
rushing to shop for Christmas pre-
sents, or going on vacation with 
family or friends, it is important to 
remember that there is a greater 
meaning to Christmas. Our reaction 
to the birth of Christ Jesus should 

be like that of the shepherds. The great 
news the angels brought to the shepherds 
was the birth of the Saviour. He is the one 
that has saved us from our sins.  
 Whether it’s singing Christmas 
carols, or attending Christmas gatherings, 
let our actions show appreciation for the 
coming of Christ. As we anticipate Christ-
mas, let us greet the birth of Christ with 
joy and thankfulness for “God so loved the 
world that He gave His one and only 

Son, that whoever believes in him shall 
not perish but have eternal life.” – John 
3:16. Christ is the greatest gift given to 
us, and He is worth being glorified. 

Christ is Born! Continued…. 
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It’s December! With a hearty “‘Tis the season!” all the Christ-
mas music, clichés, themed advertisements, specialized foods 
and movies have arrived. And oh, are they in abundance! In this 
movie lover’s opinion, here are the top ten (cheesiest) classic 
Christmas movies of all time: 
A Christmas Carol  
 With over twenty film adaptations based on Dickens’ fa-

mous novel of the same name, A Christmas Carol, follows 
the Christmas Eve of a crabby man named Ebenezer 
Scrooge. Together with the Ghosts of Christmas Past, Pre-
sent, and Future, he comes to terms with real Christmas 
spirit and learns that his actions have consequences for both 
him and others around him. 

It’s a Wonderful Life (1946) 
 Sometimes referred to as “the holiday classic to define all 

holiday classics,” It’s a Wonderful Life is a timeless black and 
white centered on floundering businessman, George Bai-
ley. His guardian angel is sent to show him what life would 
be like for the residents of Bedford Falls if he had never 
been born.  

Miracle on 34th Street (1947) 
 In this favourite holiday classic, a man named Kris Kringle 

is sent to prison for claiming to be Santa Claus until a 
young lawyer decides to prove he really is Santa! 

A Charlie Brown Christmas (1965) 
 In this originally televised short film, Charlie Brown finds 

himself appalled at all the commercialism of Christmas and 
sets out to learn what the true meaning of CHRISTmas is. 

How the Grinch Stole Christmas aka The Grinch
(1966/2000) 

 Based on Dr. Seuss’ picture book, How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas, is a story about a rejected misfit—the Grinch—
who plans to steal Christmas from the materialistic resi-
dents of Whoville. Although comedic, this film shows that 
Christmas happiness is not dependent on the gifts.  

A Christmas Story (1983) 
 Another family-favourite Christmas film based on a novel, A 

Christmas Story, features the all-American Parker family and 
their preparations for Christmas—in particular, nine year 
old Ralphie’s attempts to convince his family, teacher, and 
Santa of his need for a Red Ryder B.B. gun.  

Home Alone (1990) 
 In this laugh-out-loud crowd pleaser, eight year old Kevin 

McCallister is accidentally left home alone during the holi-
days. While his parents try to get back to him in time for 
Christmas, Kevin functions as a security system, protecting 
his home from The Wet Bandits. The result is a series of 
comic mishaps and victories for Kevin. 

The Santa Clause (1994) 
 After unwittingly killing Santa Claus and completing Santa’s 

Christmas rounds, Scott Calvin becomes subject to the 
“Santa Clause” which makes him Santa’s successor. He is 
given eleven months to prepare for his new life as Santa 
during which he must avoid the cops and prove that he is 
Santa. 

Elf (2003) 
 In a comic turn of events, an orphaned baby accidentally 

crawls into Santa’s sack and is taken back to the North Pole, 
where he is raised as an elf! However, when Buddy the elf 
learns that his family and his biological father are on the 
naughty list, he has no choice but to find his father in the 
streets of New York and share authentic Christmas spirit.  

The Polar Express (2004) 
 Based on Chris Van Allsburg’s book, this family friendly 

film and modern classic, features a young and doubting boy 
who boards a train called The Polar Express. With five min-
utes to midnight on Christmas Eve, he finds himself on a 
journey to the North Pole where his doubts are squelched 
when he meets Santa. All aboard! 

 NTCS DRAMA BY IVY 

The senior drama students will per-
form a new play for the season called Soapy 
Smith’s Christmas Wish. This funny and 
touching comedy is adapted by Thomas His-
chak, from O. Henry’s short story “The Cop 
and the Anthem.” We meet a homeless man 
who shares the tale of Soapy Smith: a former 
Wall Street financier who went broke and was 
forced to live on the streets.  It’s Christmas 
Eve and the hobos enjoy warm stew and a 
story about second chances. Like many O. 

Henry stories, there is a twist at the end that 
will keep you smiling and thinking about the 
power of the Christmas message. 
 Our actors are practising very hard 
and we know you will like it. “I’ve learned a 
lot and made tons of new friends thanks to 
Drama and this is only my first year. It’s a 
great experience and working on this play has 
been a blast,” said Sammy Morgan one of our 
actors. This performance will take place in 
both chapels on Wednesday, December 18th 

and then again in the evening for friends and 
family ($3.00).We hope you like it! Actors rehearse. Photo by Ivy Fu 
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UPCOMING 

ENTERTAINMENT  BY JENNIFER 

Rockin’ Gospel 
Switchfoot, Fading West 
(January 14)  
Their upcoming ninth studio album 
includes the single ‘Who We Are’ and 
is also the title of their accompanying 
film/documentary, which features be-
hind-the-scenes look at the band.* 

Rockin’ Pop 
One Direction, Midnight 
Memories  
(November 25)  
With their third album release and 
an increasing fan base, they must 
have created tons of memories! In 
this album, One Direction fea-
tures guitar more prominently 
with – loud, electric, soft and 
acoustic, and fast-strumming 
sounds. This rock boy band vibe 
will keep listeners anticipating 
what’s to come. 

WOULD YOU RATHER… 

 

Have to answer your teacher’s questions by rapping 
your answers OR by miming them? 

  
Date a guy who gets along with your family OR gets 

along with your friends? 

  

Have dandelions for hair OR strands of  
cooked spaghetti? 

Christmas Tunes 
- Kelly Clarkson, Wrapped In Red (October 25) - Matthew Morrison, A Classic Christmas (November 19) 
- Mary J Blige, A Mary Christmas (December 2) - Leona Lewis, Christmas, With Love (December 3) 

Pop-Rap Duo 
Karmin, Pulses (December 31) 
Finally this dynamic couple, Amy 
Heidemann and Nick Noonan, are 
releasing their first full length  
album! “We wanted to call it Pulses 
because it’s kind of like the honey-
moon is over now,” Nick says. 
“There’s definitely a lot more depth 
in it, which is something we’ve al-
ways felt we wanted to do.” 

*If you love Switchfoot, you’ll 

love Casting Crowns! The multi-
platinum band releases their seventh 
album THRIVE (January 28) along with 
the lead singer, Mark Hall's newest 
book, "Thrive – Digging Deep, Reach-
ing Out" which comes out on February 
11, 2014. 

http://thefourohfive.com/news/article/mary-j-blige-owes-the-irs-a-lot-of-money


choosing a career path and listening to 
music we enjoy. “The freedoms we 
enjoy came at a great cost,” said Mr. 
Collins solemnly. “Many people in the 
world today are not free.” There is slav-
ery in many parts of the world. For 
example, North Korea recently exe-
cuted 80 people publicly for possessing 
South Korean videos or Bibles.   

On November 6th, Mr. Tim 
Leferink, was a chapel speaker who 
challenged the students, “why should 
we remember anyways?” In referring to 
the book of Joshua, Mr. Leferink told 
us how important the twelve memorial 
stones were to Israel. It was a sign to 
remember God’s providence by parting 
the Jordan River to allow the Israelites 
to cross. Mr. Leferink also talked about 
his father experiencing the Second 
World War. “My dad really didn’t talk 
too much about the war; he didn’t like 
to,” he said. “But when he 
did, it was like he was reliv-
ing the event.” His father’s 
story was more “than just the 
facts about what happened.” 
It was real to his father, 
which make it real for Mr. 
Leferink.  

When we look back 
in history, the bitterness of 

REMEMBER TO REMEMBER BY MATTHEW 

 Throughout Canada, numerous 
squadrons of cadets, army reserves, and 
the Canadian army commemorate Re-
membrance Day every year. Poppies are 
sold annually in many areas. Cadets and 
legions sell them at Fairview Mall and 
poppy boxes are left in small shops such 
as barber shops or convenience stores. 
On November 10th there were Remem-

brance Day 
ceremonies 
and parades. 
Speeches were 
held and 
wreathes were 
laid as well as 
the Last Post 
being played. 
At NTCS, a 
poppy box 
sits in the 
office for stu-

dents to donate and take a poppy. The 
entire school stood for a moment of si-
lence when the last post was played.  
 What’s so great about that? It’s 
just one time a year we remember. The 
purpose behind Remembrance Day is to 
remember. It may be hard to understand 
because we have been blessed by not 
having to experience a war. The soldiers 
sacrificed their lives so that we may have 
the freedom we have now, such as 

war is clear. While the painful memories 
of the First World War was still fresh in 
people’s mind, the Second World War 
and the Korean War shattered hopes for 
peace and calm. As many people tried to 
flee from the invaders, soldiers witnessed 
the brutality of combat and faced daily 
hardship on the battlefield. Such violence 
that should not have happened has left its 
stain in history. Reading the facts about 
Remembrance Day can help us understand 
what it is, but talking to veterans or those 
who experienced the event provides the 
story with greater meaning. “The fact my 
parents and grandparents didn’t talk about 
the war,” said Mr. Birdsell, “I knew that 
they suffered.” War is not something to 
look lightly upon. “It’s more than just in-
formation,” said Mr. Leferink. “It’s sharing 
in the lives of others so that we learn from 
them.” 
 As Christians, how often do we 
remember the purpose of Jesus’ life on 
Earth? Many acknowledge that they’ve 
heard the gospel many times. However, 
some simply keep it as head knowledge, 
but do not understand the meaning of the 
gospel. Just as Mr. Leferink told us that 
remembering also involves being impacted 
by the event, the love of God must impact 
us. We feel the Holy Spirit convicting us 
of our sins, yet rejoice in discovering how 
loving God that sent Jesus as a substitute 
to pay for our sins. Though this spiritual 
freedom was given freely, it was given at a 
high cost.  
 Remember to remember. Monu-
ments were not built for the sake of build-
ing projects. The crosses that hang in 
many churches and in cemeteries are not 
only for display. They reveal a meaning 
that is worth remembering.  
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Veterans at the Oct 10 ceremony.   Photo by Matthew Luong                     

Veterans march proudly.  Photo by Matthew Luong 

Mr. Birdsell is a proud Canadian. 
Photo by Matthew Luong 



Who doesn't love chocolate and candy 
canes?! This Christmas, you can have the 
best of both! Peppermint bark is easy to 
make and is the perfect gift for family 
and loved ones. This sweet, crunchy, 
and addicting candy will keep you com-
ing back for more. Get into the Christ-
mas spirit and try making this! 
Ingredients:: 
2 cups (12 ounces) dark chocolate or 
chocolate chips  
2 cups (12 ounces) white chocolate or 
white chocolate chips 
8 peppermint candy canes  
Directions: 
Prep Time: 15 Minutes 
Cook Time: 30 Minutes  
1. Prepare by covering a cookie sheet 
(tray) with aluminum foil. 
2. Place the dark chocolate in a bowl 
and melt the chocolate in the  

microwave. Mix with a spoon until smooth. 
3. Pour the dark chocolate onto the pre-
pared cookie sheet and use a knife to evenly 
spread. Then, place the tray in the refrig-
erator and let it firm. 
4. While the chocolate hardens, unwrap the 
candy canes and place them in a large Ziploc 
bag and seal tightly. Use a rolling pin to 
smash the candy canes until they are com-
pletely crushed. Put them into a bowl. 
5. Now, place the white chocolate in a bowl 
and melt the chocolate in the microwave. 
Stir in most of the candy cane bits, leaving 
about a quarter of the mixture to put on top 
later. Mix with a spoon until combined. 
6. Remove tray from the refrigerator and 
spread the white chocolate evenly over the 
dark chocolate. 
7. While the white chocolate is still wet, 
sprinkle the remaining candy cane pieces 
over the entire surface evenly. Press down 
slightly to ensure they stick. Place the tray 
back in the refrigerator and let it harden for 
30 minutes. 
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 JINGLIN’ FESTIVE RECIPES BY  JENNIFER 

OLD FASHIONED  

GINGERBREAD CAKE 
Gingerbread is a classic Christmas treat. 
Instead of gingerbread cookies, why not 
try gingerbread cake? This soft, spiced, 
mouth-watering cake will be sure to 
make your holiday like no other! 
Ingredients 

½ cup white sugar 
½ cup butter 
1 egg 
1 cup molasses 
2 ½ cups all-purpose flour 
1 ½ tsp baking soda  
1 tsp ground cinnamon 
1 tsp ground ginger 
½ tsp ground cloves 
½ tsp salt 
1 cup hot water 

Directions: 
Prep Time: 25 Minutes 
Cook Time: 1 Hour 
Ready In: 1 Hour 45 Minutes 
Servings: 9 
1.Preheat oven to 350°F (175°C). Grease 
and flour a 9-inch square pan. 

8. Once the peppermint bark is com-
pletely set, break into small, uneven 
pieces by hand. Finally, eat as much as 
your heart desires! 
Tips and Hints:  
You can temper the chocolates, but it 
will take some time. Tempered choco-
late is smooth, with a shiny finish, which 
is the secret to professional chocolate 
products. Untempered chocolate bark 
tends to melt more easily, so it should 
always be stored in the refrigerator. 

 

Tasty Treats  

2.In a different bowl, thoroughly mix 
together the flour, baking soda, salt, 
cinnamon, ginger, and cloves. Then, 
blend into the other creamed mixture 
bowl.  
3.Stir in the hot water and pour into the 
prepared pan. 
4. Bake for 1 hour in the preheated oven 
or until a knife inserted in the center, 
comes out clean.  
5. Allow to cool in pan before serving 
your fresh gingerbread cake. Remember 
to top it off with whipped cream! Smells 
good, right? 
 
For more information:  allrecipes.com 
has a variety of delicious recipes! 

 Peppermint Bark 
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 Mrs. Mast is a gr.3 
teacher who has taught cursive 
writing in her class for about 25 
years. She is excited that this year 
she can also have a cursive writing 
club.  
 Cursive writing is the 
joining of letters to makes words. 
It is artistic and beautiful. Cursive 
writing also is very important for 
students to learn because many 
teachers are using cursive writing 
on the blackboard for notes. If the 
student can’t read or write cur-
sive, that will be a big problem in 
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Girls warm up and huddle with their coach. Photos by Fraser Banjaw 

their life because there are many places 
using cursive writing.  
 People say that this is a 
“business language.” There are a lot of 
people who use this writing for their 
work and study because it is a faster way 
to write.  
 Right now at NTCS, the cursive 
writing club has around 12 gr. 4-6 stu-
dent and also 12 students from grades 7-
12. Mrs. Mast said that all the students 
have been very successful and feel more 
confident than before. They just need to 
practice and they will do better. She is 
really thankful that all the students are 
working hard. 

COMIC  

Mrs. Mast Leads a New Club By Ricco 

Mrs. Mast demonstrates cursive writing to Ricco. 
Photo by Ricco Lee 
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Which Christmas character are you? 
BY CHARISSE 

 
When it snows outside you… 

 
 

 
If you had to choose between 
food and presents you’d pick: 

 
 

 
How do you choose presents for 

your friends and family? 

 
 

 
Your fave holiday treat is… 

 
 

 
Christmas Songs 

 
 

Yes 

 
You like putting up the  

lights outside 

 
 

Run out to build a snow 
fort...or even better, 

have a snowball fight! 
 

Curl up beside the 
fireplace to do  

indoor activities 
 

Get your Christmas shop-
ping done! Who cares if it’s 
snowing? Malls are heated. 

 

PRESENTS! 

I know my friends 
and family so well 
that I don’t need to 

think much about it. 
 

Jack Frost 
You are care free 
and just want to 
have fun! You 
seize every op-
portunity to get 
out of the house. 
Your theme song 
is Winter Won-
derland.  
 

Sugar Plum Princess 

You’re kind and you en-
joy giggling with a large 
circle of friends. Your 
theme song is the Nut-
cracker Soundtrack. 
People say that you 
sparkle under the 
sunlight or something… 
 

Santa Claus 

You get very ‘jolly’ 
during the season. You 
love shopping for pre-

sents and you’re 
known as the best gift 

giver ever. Your theme 
song is Santa Claus is 

Coming to Town. 
You’re randomly 

found HOHOHO-ing. 

Rudolph the Red Nosed 
Reindeer 

You’re shy, but friendly. You 
have a few close friends that 

you thoughtfully pick out 
presents for. Your theme 

song is your name, and you 
enjoy prancing around 

snowy fields. 

…does turkey 
count as a 

treat? 

ANYTHING SWEET? 
 

You window shop un-
til you find something 

cool 

You hum and whistle  
everywhere you go 

 

Easy. A gift 
card here, a 

gift card 
there… 

You say you don’t 
like them, but  

secretly you do 
 

No 
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 BY SAMMY  

 There are al-
ways tons of things to 
be doing in Toronto, 
whether you’re down-
town or in Don Mills, 
and you’ll never be 
bored… especially dur-
ing Christmas. The holi-
day season is approach-
ing quickly and that 
means lots of fun events 
you won’t want to miss. 
Here’s where you can 
make sure you catch all 
of them. 
 One of the 
biggest events that go on 
downtown is the Santa 
Clause Parade. With an 
endless number of 
bands, floats, clowns 
and characters of all 
sorts, it’s sure to put a 
smile on your face. This 
year, the parade in-
cluded Vaughan’s Phil-
ippine Heritage band, 
which reminded people 
to donate to the Philip-
pines who are dealing 
with the horrible ty-
phoon that tore 
through the region – 
another great way to 
get people into the giving 
spirit! The parade was scheduled for 
November 17th and was a huge success 
this year, so plan to go next year!  
 What’s another great way to 
get into the Christmas spirit? Go to 
the ballet! Yes, it sounds cheesy but 
the Nutcracker is simply a classic and 
this year, the National Ballet of Can-
ada’s got a refreshingly traditional 
version of the story. The costumes are 
great, the music is amazing and the 

dancing is simply breathtaking. Be sure 
to try and catch it while it’s still going 
on from December 14-January 4. Visit 
the National Ballet of Canada’s website 
to get some tickets.  
 One of the best ways to kick 
off the holiday season here in Toronto 
though is the Cavalcade of Lights, start-
ing November 30. Complete with per-
formances by some singers, fantastic 
fireworks and a glowing, skating party, 

you wouldn’t be bored hang-
ing around. It takes place at 
Nathan Phillips Square and 
the skates are available for 
rentals if you don’t have any!  
 Is that still not 
enough? Well here are some 
more things to do. Make 
your way over to the Lowe’s 
Toronto Christmas Market. 
It’s a festive street market 
that celebrates the traditional 
sights, sounds and scents of 
Christmas and is staged dur-
ing the weeks leading up to 
Christmas. There are always 
hundreds of uniquely hand-
crafted products that are per-
fect for stocking stuffers. The 
market is family friendly and 
filled with live music, carol-
ers and choirs. No need for 
tickets or anything – just go 
whenever you want. 
 If you’re the kind of 
person who’s up for seeing 
what it would be like to par-
ticipate in old-fashioned din-
ing, take a trip over to Black 
Creek. Enjoy a delicious 
meal with friends and family 
December 8, 15 & 22. The 
property is decorated for the 
holidays and is open for you 

to go and explore like you might 
have gone when you were younger.   
 These are just a few of the many 
things to do in the city to enjoy the holidays 
this year.  Just wandering around downtown 
and looking at all the lights and decorations 
is fun. Don’t sit at home all December! Go 
out and enjoy what the city’s got to offer this 
Christmas! 

http://www.jamieleighto.com/wp-content/u ploads/2012/11/MG_3498.jpg 

http://s3.amazonaws.com/data.tumblr.com/tumblr_ldy6496jm61qc53mco1_1280.png?AWSAcces 



Edward Lee   
“He Says, She Says” 

Layout 

CONTACTING THE 

NEWSPAPER 

255 Yorkland Boulevard 
North York, Ontario 

M2J 1S3 
 

   416-491-7667 
 

WWW.NTCS.ON.CA 

NORTH TORONTO 

CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 

OUR 

JOURNALISTS 

~TEAM 2  

Since our newspaper is written for 
our school readers, we want you to get 
involved!  Do you have any questions 
about God for our Devotions column? 
Do you have any questions about rela-
tionships for our “He Says, She Says” 
column? Do you want to comment on 
any articles? Send us an email at: 
 

newspaper@ntcs.on.ca 
 

and we will either reply directly or an-
swer it in an upcoming edition of The 
Torch. 
 

Also, we will be working on the 
NTCS 2013/2014 yearbook! Through-
out the year, send your  pictures (jpeg 
files) to: 
 

yearbook@ntcs.on.ca 

Mrs. Crouse 
Editor-in-Chief 

Ms. Brooks 
Photography 

Joycelyn To  
 Editor 

Dolores Ding 
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Charisse Fung 
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Flames Sports 
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Matthew Luong 
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Ivy Fu 
Comics 
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Merry Christmas Everyone!  

See you next year! 


